Lewis’s essay

As our society gets wealthier, are we doomed to become ever more unhappy? Discuss in the light of the Richard Layard article.
1. I will discuss in the light of Richard Layards article whether as the nation gets richer we are doomed to become ever more unhappy?

2. You would think women would be hapier because there pay and job opportunities has improved. Women can do the same job as men with the same demands and responsibilities and they still get less pay, this might be one reason why women are less happy than men within the work environment.

3. Richard Layard looked at all different surveys taken in US, Japan, Continental Europe and Britain to look for evidence to see if we are doomed to become ever more unhappy.

4. The past fifty years are society has become richer because of this we have better health and quality of life but does this mean as a society we will be a happier one?

5. He looked at a study showing on average rich people are happier than poorer. People earning more money was 41 per cent ‘very happy’ compared with people on a lower scale of income which shows 29 per cent.

6. It was revealed in 2000 that as many as 29 per cent of women aged 30 suffered with nerves or feeling low, depressed or sad, compared with a similar survey among those aged 36 in 1982 which was just 16 per cent. But perhaps it is because as a society we are more aware of depression there is less stigma attached to it. This could be why reports of depression have increased. Living life in the fast lane could also contribute to the depression level.

7. It seems the more other people have, the more we want. We all want to large it. We cant be happy with the fact that we have free NHS, because a rich man can afford Private Care we want the same and we do not want to wait for Health Care. The class gap is so big.

(315 words)
(Note: the paragraphs have been numbered to make discussion of the essay easier. Essay paragraphs are not usually numbered.)
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