Kate’s essay

As our society gets wealthier, are we doomed to become ever more unhappy? Discuss in the light of the Richard Layard article.

1. In the light of Richard Layard’s article, I do not agree that we are ‘doomed to become ever more unhappy’.

2. Firstly, in my view, Richard Layard’s article is not representative of the population as a whole. Richard Layard says ‘society has got richer but people have not become happier’, but what does he know, living his privileged London life?

3. In any case it’s well known that money cannot buy happiness and having a high income just puts more pressure on any individual. People have expectations and sometimes reaching them such as owning a very expensive car does not bring happiness.

4. It is the quality of any person’s life that leads to contentment, and also how you live your life? Money is able to buy materialistic possessions but it does nothing to improve genuine feelings such as a sense of well-being, a sense of giving, raising self-esteem, a sense of worth, and so on and so forth.

5. The old saying ‘money is the root of all evil’ speaks for itself.

6. Perhaps if Richard Layard looked around him a bit more and conducted more surveys amongst people who do voluntary work for example he would reach a different conclusion.

7. So in conclusion, I do not believe that we are doomed to become ever more unhappy.
(Note: the paragraphs have been numbered to make discussion of the essay easier. Essay paragraphs are not usually numbered.)
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